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classes, at any rate, towards compromise with Hitler.
The devaluation of the Swiss franc, following that of
the French franc in the autumn of 1936, markedly eased
Switzerland's commercial situation, and Germany's
economic policy increasingly shook the confidence of
Swiss bankers. It may be said that Switzerland now
gradually rallied against the Nazi challenge to her
existence although the effects were only conspicuous
so late as the autumn after the Munich Agreement. It
was perhaps in the Ticino, a canton of peasant-farmers
and wine-growers where no real Capital-Labour con-
flict existed, that a clear democratic reply to the Axis
Powers was first heard. But all along the resistance in
German Switzerland was solid, even, it was said, among
the peasants of the more remote cantons. In the early
Nazi days certain frontier kidnappings had brought
home to the Swiss what Nazi methods were like;
indeed, thanks to their proximity, the German-Swiss
were much better informed than, say, the British as
to what was happening in Germany; the horrors of
June 3oth, 1934, profoundly shocked Swiss opinion.
Swiss Protestants knew very exactly about the per-
secution of the Christian churches in Nazi Germany;
it was not for nothing that the Nazis expelled the great
Calvinist Swiss theologian, Karl Earth, from his post
at Bonn University and sent him back to his native
Basle. As for the Jews, the German-Swiss had always
preferred them to keep a little in the background, but
there were only some 17,000 in the whole country.
Moreover, Switzerland had so long ago discarded the
last traces of a feudal social structure that the Swiss
themselves had thronged into academic life, the pro-
fessions, industry and finance, and Jews were no more